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referring to it without shaking with laughter; and
as he feels he has to curb his amusement out of
respect for E., his sense of humour and his natural
courtesy are having a tremendous struggle, which
is most entertaining to watch.
"It is a pity you did not see Mr. Charles driving
those students in a flock to the main gates," he
said to me, solemnly and even regretfully, as if I
had missed for ever a really fine performance.
"They were noisy and riotous, yet they went as one
man." The thought of them going "as one man"
appeared to be almost too much for him. His
shoulders had just begun to heave and quiver in
what looked like an almost painful noiseless laughter,
when E. asked him a question, and the struggle back
to the serious was fascinating to watch.
"Do you think they -will come back soon?" I
asked a little later on. "I do not know," he said.
"Many students blow hot and cold in one breath
and some are young and lively. I daresay they will
stay away a week or more. It does not raatter much.
When they come back I daresay they will be most
quiet and diligent and will weep many tears, and
they will work well and earnestly at their books."
I admire his philosophical attitude very much, and
I think that his easy and tranquil acceptance of the
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